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ABSTRACT 
BACKGROUND 
INTRODUCTION  
This literature review examines a sampling of the last 
ten years of research on the relationships between 
academic libraries and English Composition Programs 
in an effort to uncover potential methods for a new 
collaboration between the Lied Library and the English 
Composition Program at UNLV.  Three general trends 
are identified and discussed in terms of their strengths 
and weaknesses for local implementation.   
As the new Undergraduate Learning Librarian at UNLV, 
one of the author’s major tasks is to serve as the liaison 
to the English Composition Program.   This literature 
review was an opportunity to explore various methods 
for implementing and assessing a library component to 
an established composition program. 
The study revealed three broad categories for the ways 
that libraries and composition programs interface:  
1.  “Teaching the teachers”  
2. Librarian-created assignment 
3. Traditional “one shot” instruction  
Each approach advocates for some level of library-driven 
instruction, but differs in the shape this instruction takes.   
Each category has strengths and weaknesses in terms of 
its adaptability to library-composition program 
collaboration at UNLV. 
“TEACHING THE TEACHERS” 
What It Is:  
A method to support the graduate student instructors 
who often teach freshmen composition courses.  
Libraries offer orientation workshops and web tutorials 
to help instructors incorporate information literacy  (IL) 
into their courses,  
 
Why It Works:  
Students may be more likely to obtain IL skills from 
their daily instructor, and practicing IL within the context 
of the course reinforces these ideas.  Graduate 
students also benefit from learning about available 
resources. 
 
Why It Doesn’t Work:  
It is difficult to assess how instructors teach IL skills 
without seeing it in practice.  Some  instructors  may 
not be comfortable with teaching IL without a librarian 
present.   
 
Who’s Writing About It: 
 
Samson, S., & Millet, M. S. (2003). The learning 
environment: First-year students, teaching assistants, 
and information literacy. Research Strategies, 19(2), 
84-98.  
  
DeForest, J., May, R. F., & Spencer, B. (2004). Getting 
our foot (back) in the door: Reestablishing a freshman 
instruction program. The Reference Librarian, 41(85), 
151-167.   
 
Fensom, G., McCarthy, R., Rundquist, K., Sherman, 
D., & White, C. B. (2006). Navigating research waters. 
College & Undergraduate Libraries, 13(2), 49-74.  
  
Sult, L., & Mills, V. (2006). A blended method for 
integrating information literacy instruction into english 
composition classes. Reference Services Review, 
34(3), 368-388.   
  
Holliday, W., & Fagerheim, B. (2006). Integrating 
information literacy with a sequenced english 
composition curriculum. Portal: Libraries & the 
Academy, 6(2), 169-184.  
 
Reynolds, M., & Sauter, D. (2008). Engaging 
undergraduates in special collections through English 
composition: Collaborating for student success. 
College & Research Libraries News, 69(6), 318-321  
  
Fister, Barbara (2009). Fostering information literacy 
through faculty development. Library Issues 29(4). 
 
 
LIBRARIAN-CREATED ASSIGNMENT 
What It Is:  
An approach where the library composition coordinator or 
instruction team designs an information literacy 
assignment for instructors to integrate into their classes.  
These assignments can take many forms, including a web 
tutorial with a quiz component, a workbook, or a reflection 
essay, In many cases, the assignment is introduced and 
taught during a library instruction session. 
 
Why It Works:  
Librarians are able to specifically teach to and assess 
information learning objectives, which some instructors 
have difficulty evaluating.  It also allows for a tangible 
demonstration of student learning. 
 
Why It Doesn’t Work: 
Librarians are often responsible for the evaluation of these 
assignments, which can be extremely time consuming at 
the end of the semester.  The assignment must also be 
carefully integrated into the course curriculum or students 
will not have a context for the work. 
 
Who’s Writing About It:  
 
Simons, K., Young, J. B., & Gibson, C. (2000). The 
learning library in context: Community, integration, and 
influence. Research Strategies, 17(2), 123-132.  
 
Paula S. McMillen, Bryan Miyagishima, Laurel S. 
Maughan, (2002) "Lessons learned about developing and 
coordinating an instruction program with freshman 
composition", Reference Services Review, Vol. 30 Iss: 4, 
pp.288 – 299 
 
Alfino, M., Pajer, M., Pierce, L., & Jenks, K. O. (2008). 
Advancing critical thinking and information literacy skills in 
first year college students. College & Undergraduate 
Libraries, 15(1), 81-98.  
 
Deitering, A., & Jameson, S. (2008). Step by step through 
the scholarly conversation: A collaborative Library/Writing 
faculty project to embed information literacy and promote 
critical thinking in first year composition at oregon state 
university. College & Undergraduate Libraries, 15(1-2), 
57-79.  
 
Jacobs, H. L. M., & Jacobs, D. (2009). Transforming the 
one-shot library session into pedagogical collaboration: 
Information literacy and the English composition class. 
Reference & User Services Quarterly, 49(1), 72-82.  
 
“ONE-SHOT” INSTRUCTION 
CONCLUSIONS 
These approaches certainly do not stand in opposition to 
one another and creating a hybrid mode of collaboration is 
the most applicable process for purposes of working with 
the English Composition Program at UNLV.   
 
For the first semester of the collaboration, we are going to 
focus on creating workshops to support composition 
instructors, a web presence where resources are pooled, 
and thoughtful instruction sessions that meet student needs 
for particular assignments.   
What It Is: 
The most traditional interface between the library and an 
academic program.  Librarians create an instruction 
session that takes the place (or supplements) the 
course’s typical meeting one time during the semester. 
 
Why it Works: 
Many instructors are familiar with this mode of 
collaboration may even expect it.  It also offers an 
opportunity for students to practice hands-on information 
literacy skills in the presence of a librarian. 
 
Why It Doesn’t Work: 
There may be a point where it is no longer scalable and 
other means of collaboration are needed.  It can also 
seem out of context for students or produce uneven IL 
instruction if various librarians and course instructors 
have different goals for the experience. 
 
Who’s Writing About It: 
 
Gandhi, S. (2005). Faculty-librarian collaboration to 
assess the effectiveness of a five-session library 
instruction model. Community & Junior College 
Libraries, 12(4), 15-48.  
 
Houlson, Van (2007).  Getting results from one-shot 
instruction.  College and Undergraduate Libraries, 14(1), 
89-108. 
 
Quinn, T., & Underwood, J. (2010). Going hybrid: 
Combining in-class and online instruction for speech 
101. Journal of Library Administration, 50(7), 1037-1037.  
 
Paterson, Susanne F., Gamtso, Carolyn White. (2012). 
Guiding students from consuming information to creating 
knowledge: A freshmen english library instruction 
collaboration Communications in Information Literacy, 
5(2), 117-126.  
 
 
